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'HOW ITALY NULLIFIES
Whitney Warren Tells of Daring Sea Raids, Novel Coast

Defences and Vast Difficulties Overcome by Pluck.
. and Ingenuity Since Entrance Into the War

Bjr MILTON V. SNYDER.
, ,t Paris Representative of The Sun.

WAUUEN, who has
WHITNEY from Italy,

where ha had exceptional
faculties for studying the Italian navy,
believes the achievements of the navies
of the Allies and especially of that of
Italy have not been sufficiently recog-
nized.

Mr. Warren showed Tub Sun corre-sponde- nt

a letter he received from a
high officer In the Italian navy, whose
name (according to the custom now
Imposed by belligerent nations) cannot
ba divulged. The writer discusses the
causes of Italy's entry Into the war
and ,how his nation hopes tho United

I. States will be, ablo to aid.
The writer points out that with

Austria holding Trcntlno. Trieste,
, Istrla and Dalmatlo, all peopled by

sons of Italy, and thus controlling the
Adriatic, Italy Is barred from the halls
of her own houso and unablo to close
her own doors. Apart from tho hold- -
Ins Of Italian territory and peoples
Austria Imposes a condition of

military Importance by her con-tr- ol

of the shores of tho Adriatic that
possess the best naval ports.

"Our battleships are shut up. In
Taranto because wo do not possess n
harbor large or deep Enough to house a
large squadron," the writer says,
"Whereas Austria controls the wholo of
the upper Adriatic from Pola, the mid-
dle Adriatic from Sotenco and Spalato,

K and the lower Adriatic ns far as Corfu
from Cattaroi besides having other ex-
cellent 'harbors.

"Thus Austria Is mistress of tho
Adriatic In spito of the Immense In
ferlorlty of her fleet as compared with'
that of Italy and of her allies. Shtv
can at any moment bring out her
vessels from any point of the mag-
nificent coast she has stolen from us,
and we have not a single port to har-
bor ships of great tonnage. Her ships
can always And refuge within short
'distance, whereas Italian vessels can
OOly take shelter at Venice or
ear only natural naval ports, some 800
miles apart and not practical for largo
modern warships.

"Italy entered the war to free her
and regain her territory. She

coast,

the German offers of relate has been seen or
colonial empire Corsica,, tho from sources
inces of Nice which are cheeked olllclnl documents

prosperous tho democratic to before tho reader only the
laws of sister and oonse- - , truth, the facts themselves.
quentl( excluded forever from our as-
pirations. Italy prefered the rocks of

Carso and tho Curzolarl Isles.
We oro not waging a war of con-

quest, but struggling to throw an In-

truder out of our home. We need
America to help us free oursolves and

By STERLING HEILIG
American avlatorm trained

at home must bo trained
again, or 'finished,' In

t France the perfecting stage."
This decision la given as official from

I Washington. In Paris much Interest
la manifested, particularly in the way
these JIOO.OOO men are to be coached

i ttr war in air because the only
American aviators actually fighting
are those of famous Lafayette

quadrllla, still under French com--
, mand (but at the disposition of our
army), and members of the Lafayette

'Flying Corps fighting In French
J rlUas (but equally at disposition

ot the American commander in chief).
I went to see the man who sustained

a principal role In organizing and re- -
rultlng tooth squadrilla and flying

corps. Dr. Edmond Gros, as a medical
student In Ban Francisco years ago,
held In the same season both the mid-
dle and heavyweight amateur wrest-
ling championship of the Olympic Club.
When war broke out he was phy- -

i siclan of the Amorlcan Colony of Paris.
He was a prime organizer of

' American Ambulance Hospital of Neu- -
lily-Pari- s, undertook the heavy direc-
tion of transporting its wounded, fos-

tered, American Ambulance field
sections, and then, with Norman
rPrlnce, Thaw and M. de Slllac,

rganlzed and recruited the squadrilla
"and flying corps and did all the routine
work of the latter.

i Incidentally Dr. Gros gave up his
practice and turnod his house In
Avenue de Hols Into recruiting bu-

reau, where he examined physically
and morally every of S00

members of both flying organizations.
"What good will squadrilla and fly-

ing corps do to tho army In
France?" I asked. "That Is now tho
main question, Is It not, apart from
their past glory won in fighting with

Fronch?"
"Of course It is," replied Dr. Qros,

"and hero Is tho answer. This war
has transformed nil computations of
time. In ordinary llfo week is a
week and a month Is month. Now
a day Is a weok, a week a month and

, a month Is a Any process hy
which the American armies con save
time tho progress of things
and is immensely valuable.

"What the squadrilla and flying
corps havo done Is this they havn
got a little ahead of the. game. Things
are now prepared which could other-
wise havo been prepared only
hence; and w present American
army with 300 war aviators advanred
ahead of tho mass of men preparing
at home. We havo Americans on the
iiront, fighting, knowing how tn fight
'fn tho air. Otherwise there would not
lie a single American y who had
heard tho of an anti-aircra- ft

gun or felt shrapnel bursting around
' bis piano. But as fact wo havo 300
Americans who will bo ready to tell
newcomers: 'This is tho trick!' This

l Is what Gorman tangos do!' 'This
is what you must do or be killed!'"

Dr. Oros then sketched briefly the
'story of squadrilla and flying corps

the latter less well known, often
snfounded. It Is "The Lafayette Fly-

ing. Corps of tho Flench Foreign
lglon."

Tho squadrilla was advorated
In 1015, when but few Americans were
In the I.erlon and American
neutrality made thlii(r delicate. Fi-

nally, Gen. Hirschiiuer nt a lunch at
--uuuuiui n nnuhe, in piesrnco

Robert Bacon (now Major
A. 'I
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make us master of our own house.
Wo dcslro that she, by all her forces,
by her conscience, shall uphold our
right to Trcntlno and Trieste, Dal-
matla and the Curzolarl Islands, As
to material aid wo need destroyers to
protect our ships from submarines;
we need steel for their hulls, and wo
nerd airplanes and aviators."

Mr. Warron, describing tho work ot
tho Italian navy, says:

"A trip to Venice and along the Adri-
atic coast has enabled me to admlro
Admiral dl llevel's men and to learn
exactly tho extent of tho great and
noblo work which they havo per-
formed during the last throe years. I
had Imagined this work to bo par-
ticularly arduous and difficult, for I
was familiar with the natural advan-
tages which Austria enjoyed on the
Adriatic coast, having had tho good
fortuno to spend several months
yachting In these waters.

"In order to nullify theso advan-
tages a prodigious effort on the pari
of the Italians was necessary, for on
this ns well as on her land
frontiers, Austria hnd. by shady treat-
ies, assured herself of such a suvorloc
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geographical situation that It de
manded almost superhuman courage
and energy to cope with It. I am sur- -
prised that such heroism lis passed
more or less unnoticed.

Ff. AKonf ... tt. serrlcr.
"I do not mean to say that officially

tho services rendered by the Italian
fleet are ,not recognized, but, as has
often happened In this war, In which
bo many divers elements are partlcl- -
patlng, public opinion having In mind
tho most brilliant exploits has perhaps
overlooked collaborators less In evl
dence In this great and common enter-iprls- e.

True, tho public have learned
of the admirable tenacity and loyalty
of Cardona's men In the recent Carso
offensive, an they conquered, rock by
rock, the heights which bar the way
to Trieste, but they know less of the
part played by the Italian fleet In the
fight for victory.

"The object of the expose which fol-

lows Is to dispel all hesitation and mis-
understanding which Inevitably arises
when one is called unon tn tnriVe nn
event of so comnlex a. nntnre. All that

"Tho declaration of war between
Italy ami Austria was tho signal for
tho bombardment, on the part of tho
enemy of tho entiro Adriatic coast, but
not a single one of the localities so
treacherously bombarded was fortified,
rtlmlnl, Ancona, Ortona. Tormoll, Lc

pronounced the project feasible; end
an order came from French head- -
quarters, approved by Joffre. that
Hilllam Thaw. Victor Chapman. Nor
man Prince and Dldior Masson should
be grouped as a French aviation unit.
Certain members of tho American
ambulances (ot which Dr. Gros di-

rected tho transportation) wero at-
tracted and were sent to tho schools
of Buc and Pau. Among these were
MuConnell. Cowden and Balsley. The
squadrilla, not mentioned as Ameri-
can, but simply as "X 124," was sent
to Alsace; and as soon as It began
to fly It revealed Itself as one of tho
best In the French army.

Appreciating Its value as a fighting
unit, the French command sent the
squadrilla to Verdun, where It made
many remarkable flights. Capt.
Boelcke, the German 'Superfalcon,'
mentioned In his book his first meet-
ing with the Americans and their
pugnacious stubbornness It was
near Verdun that Victor Chapman
was killed and Balsley bo terribly
wounded that ho is still at our great
Xeullly hospital. Norman Prince and
Rockwell had been killed In the Vosges
near Alsace.

"Meanwhile the exploits of theso
splendid heroes became known to
American boys at home," said Dr.
Gros. "Attracted by them and In-

spired by a high thought of duty to
humanity and liberty, they braved
neutrality laws, passport difficulties,
and oven worked their way to Franco
on cattle boats."

A committee to welcomo them was
formed In Paris, composed of Dr. Gros,
M. de Sillac, Lawrence Slado, Freder-
ick Allen, Bentley Mott and W. K.
Vanderbllt, and an organization was
started on both sides of tho Atlantic
and funds were obtnlned.

"Tho financial sldo was supported
almost entirely by one man," said Dr.
Groe. "W. K. Vnndorbllt from tho
first grasped tho Importance of tho
movement and had a vision of what It
would mean for America In the fu-

ture because none of us ever doubted
that our country would finally take
her place. Mr. Vanderbllt supported
the expenses. To facilitate training
$40 a month was allowed each man '

from the, private funds of tho Flying
Corps for so tho new recruiting I

organization was called. Tho uniform
was given when they won their pilot's

Trcmltl, Manfredonla, Earletta, Barl
were simultaneously, or nearly so,
under flro from Austrian guns.

"This cowardly act proved once again
to the whole world the scanty respect
the "Central Powers .had for treaties
and conventions! It was not as though
this bombardment served any military
end; tho fact that Belgium was In-

vaded must not bo considered an Iso-
lated act, but tho logical consequence
of a system bnsed on the employment
of unrestricted violence.

"This bombardment decided the role
to be played by the Italian navy dur-
ing tho first months of the war; name-
ly, tho necessity of defending the en-
tire Adriatic coast by reorganizing it,
to hopo to meet the enemy In the
course of any new raids which he
might attempt and then tb teach him
tho lesson ho well deservedfinally, to
attempt to draw the enemy out of
I'ola by successive actions and to at-
tack him on tho high seas. Such were
tho tactics of tho fleet at the beginning
of hostilities.

"With th'ls end In view many long
and tiring cruises were undertaken, In
tho course of which the light torpedo
hn.lts tvern tint tn a H,.nn
tno crc(ller n.irt nf th heavier ...i
forces .rro Uppt on ,he , vvn ,

, constant expectation of a fight with
the enemy-- .

I "Ut their expectations were doomed
0 disappointment, and after several

of searching In vain the enm- -
mand cam" to tho conclusion that
tnp Austrian would never run the risk
of accepting battle and that It was a
wnsto f "me to try to draw them

i fnr from their coasts.
"It therefore became necessary to

dig the rnemy out. to harass him near
his bases and at tho same time to take
advantage of tho voyage to pay him
back In part for the bombardment of
earlier days. It was then that a ae-
ries of daring raids were begun with
extraordinary elan: small units pene-
trated Into the Dalmatian Archipelago
searching every bay and rock. Then,
as tho enemy could not be found,
these raids were renewed with the
help of cruisers. Signalling stations
and lighthouses were shelled, parties
were Ir.mled, coast telegraph communti
cations and submarines were de-
stroyed, but no challenge succeeded
In bringing the Austrlans out.

"Hidden In their caverns behind the
admirable rampart of Isles which
nature has given them for the de-
fence of their bases, tho Austrlans did
not reply to the Italian effort to force
a battle, and Italy, who could not bring
herself to give up her dream, redoubled
hor efforts. She sent a division ot
cruisers to bombard the enemy's coast
near Cattaro, while another division

. certificate. Their hotel expenses were
paid when they came up to Paris. To

' encourage exploits at tho front tirlzes
wero given for citations for bravery
Tho Croix do Guerre meant a check
for 100; each palm an extra $50;
tho military medal $200. and the
Legion of Honor $300.'

"France tn-d- has a deep feeling
for oil these lads of the Squadrilla and
Flying Corps, and, by the fact, a
similar love and confidence extends to
all American aviators, aye, and sol-
diers coming to coach and fight In
France ! "

The Flying Corps, heretofore, had
been tho foeder for the Squadrilla. Up
to recently whenever a member of tho
Squadrilla was killed, wounded or fell

111 ho was replaced or reenforced by the
top man on tho waiting list of the Fly-
ing Corps; and as the waiting list
swelled, many wero detached to French
Squadrlllas. Others complete their
Fronch couching dally. All ore at the
disposition of the American army.
Tho only distinction thoy are sure to
have, compared with other American
aviators, will be a badge given them by
tho commlttco of the Flying Corps, In-

dicating that they havo been members
of It and wero volunteers before being
taken over by tho American army.

"Tho training at home," Dr. Gros
said, "does not fit a man Immediately
to step Into a fighting piano at the
front. Machines at homo havo
a different control. Here, also, as re-
quired hy war, they are lighter, more
dellcnto to tho touch, much faster In
landing nnd moro dlfllcult to handle.
This Is why every American pilot, no
matter how clever ho may bo at homo,
roust go through what Is called the
perfecting stage, which may last only

Bai '"aSS $'mm ) &I.wf mmSmL. tl. mm 1

'Dr. Edmond Gros, organizer of the Lafayette.
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teamed up the Adriatic and began a
series of offensive raids tn the waters
adjacent to Pola and In the Ojulf or
Trieste, supporting In this manner the
right wing of tho army which was
fighting bravely on the Isonzo. The
first bombardment directed against
Raguso and the railway running to
Cattaro did not move th,e enemy, so
a second attack' was resolved upon In
the same waters. It resulted In the
loss of th Garibaldi and In the upper
Adriatic the Amain was sunk.

An End to Chivalry.
"These two losses did not materially

diminish tho strength of the fleet, but
they might have had a demoralizing
effect. The' navy and the nation sup-
ported them bravely, only It was evi-
dent from that moment that all gener-
osity, all daring, all fine tradition
must be banished from modern war-
fare, and that cold calculation, trick-
ery and surprise were the only arms
to employ In a struggle characterized
by extensive use of submarines and
mines.

"In order to put this system of
fighting Into operation the enemy
adopted a new unity of tactics. That
Is, for the old way of fighting was
substituted one of the, submarine, aero-
plane, torpedo boat. The Austrian
coast, hy Its natural configuration, lent
Itself admirably to the formation of
this new arm; Its employ was facili-
tated by tho 'short distance which
separates tho two coasts, of which one
the Italian Is extremely difficult to

defend, whereas the other the Aus-
trian la provided with all protection
by nature.

"Thus that which was possible for
the Austrlans on account of their
geographical situation was no,t possible
for the Italians whom nature, had not
favored In this respect.

"Tho appearance of this new policy
cut short all further action of the
large warships and all hope of great
battles disappeared

three or four weeks. In an aviation
school in Franco, where he will learn
to fly fast Xleuporta qnd Spads and
heavy bombardment planes and tech-
nical observation planes and artillery
regulators."

"This, apart from acrobatics?" I
asked.

"Yes; they must learn, first, the
machino or similar type of machine
which they oro going to. use In fight-
ing. Acrobatics are to give the aviator
war control of such machine when
learned; because success in modern air
ngntlng depends entirely on handling
the machine and ability to execute the
ovolutlons which make It impossible
lor extremely difficult) for the enemy
to bring him down. Guynemer's trick
of getting away from enemy fire Is due
entirely to his acrobatics. When
Guynemer Is fighting In the air it is
almost impossible to follow the gyra-
tions of his plane. So. In his Inni.m.r.
able duels ho has never been seriously

ouuaea; we nave war here In
America there Is no war. Our aviators
neea war coaching. All Is there."

So far few Americans have been
other than duelling pilots. It Is anImportant matter.

"Tho American U naturally fittedtn be a soloist of the air," said Gros.
"Ho likes to tie. Ho does not want to
be a bomber; and ho knows practi-
cally nothing about the great aviation
roles of observer and artillery regu- -
miur. no aoes not want to have apassenger. Many tell mo that when
they havo a passenger they are ner-
vous because they think of the pas-
senger's security, while If alone they
do not need to worry about such mat-
ters and aro bolder lighters, nut it
will be necessary to choose men who
will mako good bombardiers on weight
carrying planes as well as observers
and artillery regulators, because the
Americnn army must have a complete
aviation."

As a fact, he concluded, air duellistsreally exist only to protect the really
Important airmen of the war tho
bombardiers, observers and artillery
regulators.

As I left Dr. Gros I asked him my
first question again.

"What about the 300 men of theSquadrilla and Flying Corps?"
"I tnko a prldo In it," ho nnswered.

"that theso men are much ahoad by
their volunteering. Somo volunteered
before America entered the war and
others volunteered after, but all will
hove their ecomplete war experience
long before tho mass of Amorlcan
aviators are ready to go to tho front.
They will have flown again and again
over tho German lines Into the Ger-
man rear!

"You know," he concluded, "tho
French attach Immense lmportanco to
the actual flying over the lines. Auto-
matically a pilot becomes sergeant
when ho has flown a totality of thirty
hours over the enemy lines. A man
who has done this, It Is considered, has
been shot at again and again by anti-
aircraft guns, has felt shrapnel burst
around him and has probably met
enemy machines In the air. He Is con

sidered Immensely superior to the best
flyer In an aviation school. In truth,
the quality of a man at Uio front is
not so much determined by his flying
cleverness In nn aviation camp. Tho
qualities which mako tho war flier are
not only clever handling of his ma-chl-

(Immensely Important, never-
theless), hut tho higher qualities
which come Into play Judgment,
quickness, presence of mind and physi-
cal and moral courage which can only
be revealed in the terrible furnace
which Is called war I"
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COAST GUARD TRAI

"The uncertslng efforts of the navy
to provoko a battle had been seconded
by nn Aerial fleet whoso object was to
make tho anchorage of Pola uninhab-
itable; but Italy, like Kngland, had
recognized too late tho great lmpor-
tanco of aerial means of warfare, and
during the first period of tho war the
restricted number nnd power of the
nlrplanes did not allow of tho result
which might havo boen expected from
a better organization.

"Thus In tho autumn of 19IB ended
the first perlo'd of activity of the
Italian fleet. Its objective had been
the protection of the coast, and an ex-

haustive search for tho enemy In order
to draw him out, to attark him and to
wrest from him the control of tho
Adriatic, n period of heroism and dis-
illusion which was to end by abandon-
ing the noblo Ideas of tho past and
adopting the reptilian system of under-
sea warfare.

"Tho transformation was rapidly ef-

fected and proved tho force nnd youth
of a peoplo capable In such a short
space of time of adapting themselves
to new conditions.

"Tho change of policy of the Italian
Admiralty whs not long In being real-lre- d.

Italy soon discovered and worked'
to Its utmost the only advantage that
the conformation of Its roast offered.
This conformation is such that at any
moment, and at any point, It permits
of tho transport by rail of a number
of cannon superior to thoso of the
enemy's squadron.

"Armored trains were constructed In
a very short space of time and armed
with cannon from tho fleet and anti-
aircraft guns. These trains kept
watch all along tho Adriatic coast.

Thanks to this means ot defence, Aus-
trian torpedo boats and airplanes were
more than once surprised by the Ital-
ian gunfire.

"The creation of the armored trains
rapidly solved tho problem of coast

and diminished, if It did not en-
tirely suppress, the tactical superiority
of tho Austrlans, who formerly were
able to attack when and wherever they
pleased, owing, as I have said, to their
innumerable bases In tha archipelago
and long before the Italian forces Could
be brought from Venice or Brlndlsl.

"But nnother great advantage of this
Institution was tho possibility of em-
ploying patrol ships and torpedo boat
destroyers for other work than that of
guarding the coasts; they could bo
utilized for tho new military missions
which the now operations rendered in
dispensable. These operations may bo
placed under threo headings:

"Transport of foodstuffs to Serbia
and Montenegro.

"Constitution of a boso at Vallona.
"Transport of the Serbian army.
"Let us consider theso threo head-

ings in turn.
"Sinco tho month of October. 19111.

tho lack of food in Serbia and Monte- -
negro had assumed alarming propor-
tions. This crisis preoccupied tho al
lied Powers, and while Franco nnd
England took It upon themselves
to furnish tho greater part of food-
stuffs the difficult task of transporting
them to the coasts of Montenegro fell
to Italy.

"The Admiralty welcomed this task
with a right good will which unfor-
tunately did not find nn echo on the
opposite sldo of tho Adriatic. If tho
groat quantities of foodstuffs, trans-
ported with all kinds of dlflldultles
across tho Adriatic, did not arrivo In
tho hnnds of tho valiant Herhlan and
Montenegrin soldiers thin must bo at-
tributed first to tho perfect system of
spying organized hy Austrlans In
Montenegro nnd Albania; secondly
to the local difficulties of transport.
and lastly to systematlo thieving by
tribes and brigands, probably in the
roy of Austria.

"But tho accomplishment by the
Italian navy is nono tho lcs great.
In a difficult season, In rough weather,
In tho midst of mines and submarines
and at only a few miles from a power
ful enemy naval base llko Cattaro It
performed admirably tho task

to It.
"Tho problem was particularly diff-

icult to solve, ns It was lmpossblo to
employ ships of large or medium ton-
nage; tho ports whero tho ships

wero not deep enough and tho
I?ck of labor and machinery nt the
landing points would havo obliged
vessels of largo tnnnago to remain too
long before being unloaded and would

what an
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havo exposed them to destruction or
capture.

"It was therefore necessary to rely
on ships of small capacity and so make
up in number for what was lost In unit
dimension. Italy launched'ln tho Adrl-atl- o

a part of theso vessels sailing,
steam and motor. It was like a compn
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Vallona a solid naval bate.
Nets, cannons, mines, searchlights,
landing stages, sheds for food, com-
bustibles, ammunition, In all ma-
terial which is In a country

all to be
across the Adriatic.

Accomplishment at Valloaa.
"At no one

of unceasing untiring
of tho Italian Admiralty, he
sees Vallona now cannot ad-

mire the work which done.
Admiralty accomplished Its
In tho 'most brilliant

giving a striking proof of its fores
nnd efficiency. a to render

to Admiralty, the
under which work was

extraordinarily

"Whllo the preparations the
at Vallona proceeding,

teries through whloh great hu-
manitarian work transporting prls-one- rs

was performed. Here Is neither
moment nor tho place bo

but thoso saw human
shadows from fatlguo and
cannot to ndmlro pious work
accomplished by She saved
somo 30.000 prisoners from certain

submarines lying in wait,
,n sn.. nf fimiinrnn.. ti

"Tho enemy tried oppose
movement by of
their aerial fleet, by laying mines In

crossod, by nttcmpttng on
severnl occasions to enter action

boats supported by cruls-er- s,

and by attacking times with
submarines. theso al-
though taking place a space re-
stricted area completely balked

the escorting fleot. a single
rorman soimer was at

Harlow Itnfda nn Ports.
"When of tho Serhlan

nrmy was nnd which
had to protect

was evacuated, new period of
activity, v. men will com- -
menced for Italian navy. In
I'fiiiju. tne spring

to present time, Htrug-gl- o

the Adriatic has rhrnr-terlze- d

by complete of
Austrian r.avy. behind the

tltion organized by tho naval nuthorl- - army and war material were being got
ties in tho shipping centre of theprnln-- , ready to send to other side, while

on this occasion, ns as steamships being concentrated, an
during the landing operations, of which "flaked for obstaelo cropped up.

shall speak seafaring' "From the Interior of Serbia refugees
spirit of tho Italian peoplo proved it- - n"d prisoners were on the sea-se- lf

worthy of its nnclent tradition. const; they wero convoyed in two dif-"Th-o

traffic of foodstuffs was forent directions, Vallona and
under protection of torpedo rnzzo. It was therefore to

boats, which account of fre-''- n tnn mastery of the of
of the voyages and tho inelem- - rn-n-

of weather, were subjected to "Italy did not hesitate an instant,
Tho difficulties increased and accomplished the n

tho militnrv situation nf the Al. n"'1 Vallona wero tho two ar- -
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zon began to darken: Itnnn w(re
Serbia became an actuality. nccomplishlWT this humane duty?

Without going into details concerning .Tn sum ,p n,ce.mber 1B
course of tho war during tho winter tn tnn cn,j of 1916.

of 1915, wo In mind -- fio.noo men and a considerable
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FORCE
barrier of the Dalmatian Isles, It hns
never again attempted to come out and
bombard tha Italian coasts, but has
vented Its rage by organizing aerial
raids on the monuments of Venice,
while by sea the most strongly forti-
fied places have been attacked by Itni-Ia- n

torpedo boats.
"Thla latter period dates from tho

morning whan an Italian torpedo boat
succeeded, with extraordinary daring,
In entering, the port of Trieste. Tho
crew deposited on the beach several
packets of proclamations addressed t
the population. From that moment
bold Incursions succeeded each other
at Intervals more and moro frequent

"The second visit was tn the smull
town of Parenzo, capital of Istrla
Plrano, the Italian nationalist town
par excellence, was one morning sur.
prised to see an Italian torpedo boat In
Ita harbor. The crew even took an
Austrian gendarmo prisoner. After
ward the torpedo boats went to Puma
Salvore, opposite Plrano, and later
risked penetrating into ono of tho Da-
lmatian channels.

"Four times torpedo boats forced the
gates of Durazzo, although the en-

trance to the port was obstructed by
ruins and defended by numerous bat-
teries of heavy long range guns. Tho
last Italian raid op Durazzo took place
during the night of November
1916, On this occasion a large enemy
transport was sunk. After accom-
plishing their mission tho Italians
withdrew under the flr of th bat-
teries, pursued by an enemy squadron,
but once out In the open tho enemv
turned tail without Inflicting any dam-
age.

The Bold Attark on Pnln.
"The boldest of these Incursions was

certainly the one on November 2, lfllfi.
A light squadron got as far as tho
Fasana Channel and entered the very
port of Pola. This military port hai
the reputation of being impenetrable,
and as a matter of fact, all effort to
penetrate It had up to that day been
fruitless.

"Pola Is situated at the end of a
very narrow gulf; two strips of land
Jut out Into the sea for some distance
and these positions were amply pro-
vided with defensive works. Tho
mouth of the gulf does not open direct
Into the sea but into the Fasana Chan-
nel. This latter Is formed by Brlonl
Island, which, being of elongated
form, stretches parallel to the coast.
Besides the Fasana there exist several
other channels.

The .islands also are adequately
provided with heavy long range guns.
A battleship before getting to the port
has to pass through barrage worki
closed sinew August, 1914, not to speak

of mines and other obstacles of all
kinds.

"Tempted by the danger, the Italian
commanders did not hesitate and wero
able to reach the port of Pola. They
succeeded, as I havo already men-
tioned, ln getting a light squadron
through ln spite of the barrage works
The vessels got as far as the zone
where the great Austrian warships
were anchored. After manoeuvring
for a couple of hours In the port thv
fired two torpedoes at on of the giant
warships, but tho torpedoes wero
caught in the protecting nets. Th
Austrlans themselves admit that thov
found two torpedoes nnd the Austrlnn
press even complimented the It.illsn
commanders on their exploit,

"As soon as tho searchlights dis-
covered the presence of Italian ships
the fort batteries entered Into action
which, however, did not prevent th
Italians from getting away scatheless
The warship fired at did not sink, but,
the legend of tho Inviolability of Po'--

was destroyed and the Austrlans weio
obliged to tako other measures to
assuro themselves against attack.

"Such ore, brlofly, the main even's
which marked tho action of the Italian
navy ln tho Adriatic for tho last thrfl
years. I leave tho public to gauge of
tho patience and energy which theo
events have demanded. It seems a
miracle when we consider that ln splio
of her Inferiority from a geographical
point of vlerw Italy has been nblo t

hold the Austrlans In check to tho
extent of barring their way to their
coasts and to accomplish a series nf
operations of flrst lmportanco under
tho continual menace of tlm enemv
fleet. In tho Adriatic, as on the c.trsn,
the struggle was unequal, ln the Ad-

riatic, as on tho Carso, our It.illnn
friends havo been victorious"

BEACH JOYS ON THE K00F.

nro peoplo in The ItmnxTHERE nro enjoying most nf tl"
advantages of tho ocean beaches

without a tltho of tho discomfort nn
tailed in getting to them. Packed
elevated ami trolloy cars and hot sul'-wa- y

trains hold no terrors for them.
Neither are thoy put out when tlm
Coney Island bnth houso proprietors
raise their prices and chargn ndmlH
aion to the sands.

They get tho advantages of tho sea
shore, yet they stay at home. A tent
rigged up on tho roof, a bit of nios
qulto netting for protection when
thoso stinging pests are about, and
n brimming pitcher of something rnol.
frothy and dark are all tho "pi ops"
required. Then the wholo fnmi'v
moves up to the roof In tho rnol rf
tho evening and enJoyH the lu.imv
breezes blowing over tho tin bcj. h
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